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Tenant Rights and 
Landlord Obligations

This guide provides an overview of tenant rights, 
landlord responsibilities, and resolving  

common disputes in rental properties under  
the laws of England & Wales. 
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This guide provides an 
overview of tenant rights, 
landlord responsibilities, 
and resolving common 
disputes in rental properties 
under the laws of England & 
Wales. The information aims 
to help both tenants and 
landlords understand their 
legal obligations and rights, 
promoting a harmonious 
rental relationship.

Introduction
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Tenant Rights

• Right to a Safe and Habitable 
Home: Tenants are entitled to 
live in a property that is safe and 
in good repair. Landlords must 
ensure the property meets health 
and safety standards, including 
gas, electrical, and fire safety 
regulations. This includes regular 
maintenance and timely repairs 
of essential services like heating, 
water, and sanitation.

• Right to Privacy: Landlords 
must give tenants at least 24 
hours’ notice before entering the 
property, except in emergencies. 
Tenants have the right to peaceful 
enjoyment of their home without 
undue disturbance. This means 
landlords should avoid frequent 
or intrusive visits and respect 
the tenant’s right to live without 
interference.

• Right to Know Landlord’s Identity: 
Tenants have the right to know 
the name and address of their 
landlord. This information must 
be provided within 21 days of a 
written request by the tenant. 
This ensures tenants know who to 
contact for repairs or in case of 
disputes.

• Protection from Unfair Eviction 
and Harassment: Landlords 
must follow legal procedures for 
eviction, which include providing 
proper notice and obtaining 
a court order if necessary. 
Harassment or unlawful eviction 
is illegal, and tenants can take 
legal action if they are subjected 
to such behavior, ensuring they 
are protected from arbitrary or 
vindictive actions by the landlord.

• Deposit Protection: Landlords 
must protect tenants’ deposits in 
a government-approved tenancy 
deposit scheme and provide 
information about the scheme 
within 30 days of receiving the 
deposit. This protects tenants from 
unfair deductions and ensures they 
can recover their deposit at the 
end of the tenancy if they meet 
the terms of their agreement.

• Right to Challenge Rent Increases: 
Tenants can challenge excessive 
rent increases through a tribunal 
if they believe the increase is 
unfair. This provides a mechanism 
to ensure rent increases are 
justified and within market rates, 
protecting tenants from arbitrary 
or exploitative rent hikes.
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Landlord 
Responsibilities

• Maintenance and Repairs: Landlords must maintain the structure and 
exterior of the property, as well as heating and hot water systems, gas 
appliances, pipes, and electrical wiring. Repairs should be carried out in a 
timely manner to avoid inconvenience or health hazards to tenants. 
Regular inspections and prompt response to repair requests are part of 
this obligation.

• Health and Safety Compliance: Landlords are responsible for ensuring the 
property complies with health and safety regulations, including regular gas 
safety checks, providing smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors, 
and ensuring electrical safety. Compliance with these regulations is 
essential to prevent accidents and ensure tenant safety.

• Tenancy Agreement Compliance: Landlords must adhere to the terms 
outlined in the tenancy agreement, which should be fair and transparent. 
This includes respecting the agreed rental amount, duration of the 
tenancy, and any specific terms regarding property use or maintenance.

• Respecting Tenant Privacy: Landlords must respect tenants’ privacy and 
provide appropriate notice before entering the property. This means 
avoiding unnecessary or unannounced visits and ensuring any entry is 
justified and conducted respectfully.

• Deposit Protection: Landlords are required to protect tenants’ deposits 
in an approved tenancy deposit scheme and provide the necessary 
information within the specified timeframe. This is a legal requirement 
designed to ensure fairness and transparency in handling tenant deposits.

• Issuing Proper Documentation: Landlords must provide tenants with 
essential documents, such as the Energy Performance Certificate (EPC), 
Gas Safety Certificate, and the government’s “How to Rent” guide. These 
documents inform tenants about the property’s condition and their rights 
and responsibilities, promoting informed decision-making.
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Resolving Common Disputes
• Communication: Open and 

honest communication between 
tenants and landlords can resolve 
many disputes. Addressing 
issues promptly and amicably 
can prevent escalation. Clear 
communication helps build trust 
and understanding, making it 
easier to find mutually acceptable 
solutions.

• Document Everything: Keep 
records of all communications, 
repairs, and agreements. This 
documentation can be vital if a 
dispute arises. Written records 
provide evidence of commitments 
and actions, which can clarify 
misunderstandings and support 
legal claims if necessary.

• Seek Mediation: Mediation 
services can help resolve disputes 
without the need for legal action. 
Both parties can work with a 
neutral third party to reach a 
mutually agreeable solution. 
Mediation is often quicker and 

less costly than going to court, 
and it allows for more flexible and 
creative solutions.

• Legal Action: If disputes cannot be 
resolved through communication 
or mediation, legal action may be 
necessary. Tenants and landlords 
can seek advice from legal 
professionals or housing charities 
for guidance on the appropriate 
steps to take. Legal action should 
be a last resort, used when other 
methods have failed to resolve the 
issue.

• Understanding Rights and 
Obligations: Both parties should 
educate themselves about their 
rights and responsibilities under 
the law. Awareness can prevent 
many common disputes and 
ensure both tenants and landlords 
meet their legal obligations. 
Knowledge of the law helps 
both parties act confidently and 
responsibly in managing their 
rental relationship.
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This overview provides a foundational understanding of tenant rights and landlord 
obligations under the laws of England & Wales. Both parties are encouraged to 
seek additional information and professional advice as needed to navigate the 
complexities of rental relationships.
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You can email us at 

info@360lawgroup.co.uk or call us on 0333 772 7736.
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