Immigration Law:
Visas and Citizenship

Immigration law in England and Wales

that govern the entry, stay, and
removal of individuals from the country.
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Introduction

Immigration law in England and
Wales encompasses a wide range of
legal regulations and procedures that
govern the entry, stay, and removal
of individuals from the country. This
e-book provides comprehensive
information on various immigration
pathways, visa applications, claims,
and the process of obtaining
citizenship. Whether you are an
individual seeking to move to the

UK, an employer looking to hire from
abroad, or a family member wishing
to reunite with loved ones, this guide
will help you understand the legal
landscape.
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Immigration Pathways

TYPES OF VISAS:

e Visitor Visas: Short-term visas for tourism, business, or visiting family.
These visas typically allow stays of up to six months and do not permit
employment.

e Work Visas: Categories for skilled workers, entrepreneurs, and temporary
workers. Examples include the Skilled Worker visa, Global Talent visa, and
the Tier 5 Temporary Worker visa.

e Student Visas: Visas for individuals pursuing educational courses, such
as the Student visa (formerly Tier 4) for higher education and the Child
Student visa for school-age children.

 Family Visas: For family members of UK citizens or residents, including
spouse/partner visas, child visas, and parent visas. These visas often
require proof of relationship and sufficient financial means.

VISA ELIGIBILITY

e Criteria: Specific requirements for each visa type, such as qualifications,
job offers, or sponsorships. For instance, work visas may require a
Certificate of Sponsorship from a licensed employer and meeting the
minimum salary threshold.

* Application Process: Steps to apply, including documentation (such as
passports, biometric information, and supporting evidence) and fees.
Applications can often be submitted online, but some may require an
appointment at a visa application center.

¢ Common Pitfalls: Tips to avoid common mistakes in visa applications, such
as incomplete forms, insufficient evidence, or missing deadlines.
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Citizenship

PATHWAYS TO CITIZENSHIP:

Naturalisation: Process for adults who have lived in the UK for a certain
period, typically five years (or three years if married to a British citizen).
Applicants must hold Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR) for at least 12
months before applying.

Registration: Special categories, such as children born in the UK to non-
citizen parents, and other specific cases like British overseas citizens or
those with British Nationality (Overseas) status.

British Overseas Territories Citizenship: For individuals connected to
British overseas territories, such as Bermuda, Gibraltar, or the Falkland
Islands. These individuals may have different pathways and rights
compared to mainland British citizenship.

REQUIREMENTS FOR NATURALISATION:

Residence: Minimum residency periods and absences allowed. Applicants
must not have spent more than 450 days outside the UK during the five-
year qualifying period.

Good Character: Assessment of the applicant’s criminal record and
behavior. Applicants must not have any serious or recent criminal
convictions.

Knowledge of English and Life in the UK: Language requirements and the
Life in the UK Test, which assesses knowledge of British traditions, history,
and everyday life.




APPLICATION PROCESS:

Documentation: Required documents, including passports, residence
permits, evidence of lawful residence, and proof of language proficiency.

Fees: Costs associated with citizenship applications, including the
application fee and additional charges for biometric enrolment and the
citizenship ceremony.

Decision and Ceremony: What to expect after submitting the application.
Successful applicants will receive an invitation to attend a citizenship
ceremony, where they will take an oath of allegiance and receive their
certificate of naturalisation.
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Summary

Understanding the complexities of immigration law is crucial for anyone looking
to enter, stay, or become a citizen of the United Kingdom. This e-book provides
essential information to navigate the legal pathways, ensuring compliance
with the laws of England and Wales. By following the guidelines and processes
outlined, applicants can increase their chances of a successful outcome in their
immigration journey.

For more information on immigration or to begin or advance your application,
please reach out to one of our experienced solicitors.

You can email us at
info@360lawgroup.co.uk or call us on 0333 772 7736.
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